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indicate the Topic for which you are applying (check only one box):

~
Fish Passage/Fish Screens [~ Introduced Specie~
Habitat Restoration L-~ Fish ManagementTHatchery
Local Watershed Stewardship ~J Environmental Education
Water Quality

Does the proposal address a specified Focused Action?       yes    X no

What county or counties is the project located in? Trinity

Indicate the geographic area of your proposal (check only one box):

~
Sacramento River Mainetem [~ East Side Tributary:.
Sacramento Tributary:__ L-~ suisun Marsh and Bay
San Joaquin River Mainstem L~ Nmch Bay !South Bay:
San Joaquin Tributary: ~-L Landscape (entire Bay-Delta watershed)
Delta: X~J Other: Upper Tdnitv River Watershed

Indicate the primary species which the proposal addresses (check all that apply):

San Joaquin and East-side Delta tributaries fall-run chinook salmon
Winter-run chinook salmon         [] Spring-run chinook salmon
Late-fall run chinook salmon

~             Fall-run chinook salmon
Delta smelt Longfin smelt
Splittail Steelhead trout
Green sturgeon ~, Striped bass
Migratory birds ~ All ohinook species
Other: ~ All Anadromous salmonids

Specify the ERP strategic objective and target (s) that the project addresses. Include
page numbers from January 1999 version of ERP Volume I and I1:

Upper Watershed Manaqement Coordination to improve water quality and habitat,
decrease eroeion~ and increase base flows in the tributaries to the Delta (ERPP Vol. I o. 18).
Protect existinq, restore, and increase the quality of freshwater fish habitat (ERPP Vol. ] p.
158). Increase Water Supply Reliability-by extendinc~ life of dam (ERPP Vo]. I p,16-17)
Provide flow releases from Keswick Dam to provide tarqet base flows (ERPP Vol. 2 D. 183~
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Indicate the type of applicant (check only one box):

~State agency [] Federal agency
Public/Non-profit joint venture ~ Non-profit
Local government/district ~_J Private party
University U Other:

Indicate the type of project (check only one box):

~ Planning
~ ImplementationMonLLoring Educalion

~ Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

11 ) The truthfulness of all representations in their proposal;

(2) The individual signing the form is entitled to submit the application on behalf of the
applicant (if the applicant is an entity or organization); and

(3) The person submitting the application has read and understood the conflict of
interest and confidentiality discussion in the PSP (Section 2.4) and waives any and
all rights to privacy and confidentiality of the proposal on behalf of the applicant, to
the extent as erovided in the Section.

_ Gre.qo~/E, Lowden, Chairman of the Board
Printed name of applicant
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project

Project Description
This is a community-based watershed stewardship project with active local leadership
located in the Upper Trinity River Watershed above Trinity Dam, which has a total
drainage area of 692 square miles. The extremely high turbidity levels experienced in
Trinity Lake in 1997 and 1998 has led to increasing concern among local residents,
business owners, and various agencies. This proposal aims to discover the cause and
possible solutions of this problem by developing an Upper Trinity River Watershed
Coalition, conducting a sediment source inventory, preparing a strategic fuels reduction
and thinning plan and demonstration project, and developing a comprehensive
Watershed Action Plan with prioritized projects for implementation utilizing adaptive
management techniques. This cooperative planning process is integral to our efforts to
reduce sedimentation and turbidity levels in Trinity Lake, improve water quality and water
supply reliability for its beneficial uses both downstream and for the CVP area.

This project addresses the Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (ERRP) objective for
upper watershed health and function by developing an Action Plan for restoring
ecological processes in the upper watersheds in order to m&intain and improve the
quality and quantity of water flowing into the tributaries and rivers of the Sacramento Bay
Delta. The Upper Trinity River is an important source watershed for the ERPP ~udy
area since nearly one million acre-feet of water per year is imported from the Upper
Trinity River to the ERPP study area, as well as providing storage capacity of 2.5 million
acre-feet for the Central Valley Project.

Primary Biological and Ecological Objectives:
¯ Minimize sedimentation and turbidity, as this reduces available storage capacity in

the reservoir
¯ Reduce erosion of silts and sands that impair the quality of spawning gravels
¯ Improve water quality from Trinity to Bay-Delta
¯ Improve water supply reliability from Trinity to Bay-Delta
¯ Improve fisheries habitat, particularly salmon and eteelhead in Trinity and Bay-Delta
¯ Reduce risk of catastrophic fire, as it is detrimental to upper watershed function and

water quality

Tasks include:
¯ Organize stakeholders, including business owners, landowners, state and federal

agencies, into a watershed coalition to address concerns and establish a stewardship
vision

¯ Determine the cause(s) of high turbidity levels in Trinity Lake. and thus Wh[skey~own
Reservoir by conducting a sediment source inventory

¯ Develop a Watershed Action Plan for the Upper Trinity River watershed with
implementation priorities

¯ Prepare a strategic fuels management plan to reduce the risk of catastrophic fire with
Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALVED Prop{~sa[                                                                              l
April, 1999
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the involvement of GDF and USFS and private landowners

Budget Costs
This proposal seeks funding in the aPnount of $150,000 for a period of two years.

Third Party Impacts
Third party impacts are expected to benefit the health and fisheries of Tdnity River below
Trinity and Lewiston Dams as well as recreation and tourism, which are vital to Trinity
County’s economy. This project has a secondary benefit for CALFED by reducing
stresscrs to at risk salmonids in all of the Ecological Management Zones o f the Bay-
Delta, because a restored Trinity fishery could take some pressure off of the targeted at
risk species. No adverse third party impacts are expected from this proiect.

Applicant Qualifications
Trinity County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) has an outstanding record of
achievement with many projects in the Trinity River Basin, including developrnent of
cooperative efforts among landowners, timber interests, various government agencies
and the general public. TCRCD has had extensive experience in watershed restoration
projects as part of the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program.

Monitoring and Data Evaluation
Monitoring end data evaluation will be a critical component of the Upper Trinity River
Watershed Action Plan to determine effectiveness of project implementation. This project
will develop a project-scale and watershed-scale monitoring plan to evaluate the long-term
success of project objectives, utilizing adaptive management techniques. The Upper
Trinity River Watershed Coalition will aim to foster volunteer/community monitoring.

Local SupportJCoordination with other Programs and Compatibility with CALFED
objectives
This is a strong comrnur~ity-based project with active ~ecal ~eadarehip. The project
promotes the CALFED goal of im~3roving upper watershed health and ecological functions
by reducing levels of stressers, including erosion and wildfire risk, in order to provide high
quality water and water supply reliability. It will also address several ecosystem elements
identified in the ERRP, including ecological processes and priority species including
spring-run, fall-run, and late fall-run chinook salmon, and steelhead. The project will
provide direct benefit to several endangered species, and to the ecological recovery of
upper watershed processes. This restoration planning project will coordinate with other
State and Federal programs, including Prop 204 projects and Trinity River Restoration
Projects. It is in the interest of CALFED to keep reliable, high quality water from the
Trinity River. CALFED’s wiJlingness to address the long-term maintenat~ce of this upper
"source" watershed has significant local support. As stated in the ERPP, "Watershed
protection and comprehensive watershed management plans are needed in all the
tributaries to reduce erosion of silts and sands that impair the quality of the spawning
gravels" (Vol. 2, p. 160). This project will address this issue and several other CALFED
objectives,
Upper T~inity River Watershed Stew~dsh~p Project
CALFED Proposal 2
April 1999
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Description
This is a community-based project with active local leadership to develop a
comprehensive watershed stewardship plan for the Upper Trinity River. Working in a
collaborative environment, the Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition will be formed
consisting of diverse interest groups to address the various issues and concerns and
establish a vision and goals for the restoration of the watershed. The Coalition will
develop specific objectives for examining the sources of the problem of turbidity into
Trinity Lake, utilizing adaptive management techniquea, A sediment survey will be
conducted by TCRCD and NRCS staff to determine the source of the sediment with an
initial focus on the five main tributaries to Trinity Lake, Stuart Fork, Swift Creek, Coffee
Creek, Upper Trinity River, and East Fork Trinity. (See attached map). A strategic fuels
reduction/thinning plan and demonstration project will be developed for the waterehed,
with participation from the Watershed Research and Training Center, input from the US
Forest Service (the primary land owner in the watershed), and the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection (for private lands input). An Upper Trinity River
Watershed Action Plan will be developed, incorporating the previously mentioned
elements of the project outlining prioritization of projeots for implementation. This project
will contribute to ongoing local watershed stewardship that can achieve significant
environmental results with benefits for both the IERRP study area and the Trinity River
Watershed below Trinity and Lewiston Dams. This project was initially spearheaded by
local residents, concerned about the continuing high levels of turbidity in Trinity Lake and
the resultant negative economic impacts on this community and the fishery resource.

Partici ~ants/Collaboraters in Planning and Implementation include:
,, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
¯ Watershed Research and Training Center 0NRTC)
¯ US Forest Service-Shasta Trinity National Forest
¯ Trinity County Planning Department
¯ Trinity County Board of Supervisors
¯ Chris Erikson, District 1
¯ California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
¯ Friends of the Trinity River
¯ North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
¯ California Conservation Corps
¯ California Department of Fish and Game
¯ Joe Nail-Trinity Fly Shop
¯ Forty-three residents and business owners (See attached signatures)

Proposed Scope of Work
The first phase of this project will be implemented during FY 2000-01 if funded by
CALFED.

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALFE:.D Proposal 3
April, 1999
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This project will address and examine the extremely high turbidity levels of Trinity Lake
that have existed during and after the storms of eady 1997 and 1998 by inventorying
sediment sources within the watershed end recommending solutions in order to reduce
sediment runoff and associated high turbidity levels. This project will bring together
various stakeholders within the community to develop a.nd implement a comprehensive
watershed assessment and Action Plan. This plan will lead to implementation of projects
that will minimize loss of storage capacity in the dam by reducing sedimentation and
improve forest health by addressing fire risk and fuel buildup.

Phase 10bieotives:
¯ Organize Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition, consisting of landowners,

business owners, fishermen, agencies, land managers, and other interested oarties.
Integrate local, state, federal and private efforts in a large-scale restoration planning
process. Schedule regular meetings to diacuss issues of concern. ~evelop priorities,
and define the focus for the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan

¯ Conduct an inventory of sediment sources within the watershed
* Survey sediment delta at each of the five main tributaries to Trinity Lake (see

attached map of subwatersheds)
¯ Design restoration activities to benefit fisheries
¯ Develop a Watershed Assessment and Action Plan including the following topics:

¯ Background
¯ Watershed Goals and Objectives
¯ Land Use History
¯ Limiting factors-Sedimentation, Fuels buildup
* Soils and geology
¯ Aerial photo interpretation analysis
¯ Sediment source inventory data and recommendations
¯ Strategic plan for fuels reduction/forest health improvement on USFS ant

private lands as mitigation for catastrophic fire
¯ Implementation Plan with prioritization
¯ GIS mapping-roads, soils, vegetation, ownership identification, project

planning and monitoring
Monitoring Plan, utilizing adaptive management (CALFED compliant)

¯ Complete Final Report with an outline for proposed work.

The second phase of the project will be implemented in tt~e summer-fall 2001 if funding
is obtained. Other sources of funding will be sought as well as CALFED, including Prop
204, California Department of Fish and Game, California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection. Another proposal will be submitted when more detail is obtained
regarding the expected scope of work to be implemented. This orolect has the ability to
leverage other funding sources to provide for ongoing implementation.

The ultimate objectives of this project are to implement recommended orejects from the
Watershed Action Plan to reduce sediment and turbidity levels and imarove water quality
Upper Trinity Rivcr Water,lied Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal a
April, 1999
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and storage capacity far both the Trinity River basin and Central Valley Project (CVP).
These projects are expected to include road upgrade or decommission, streambank
etabilization, revegetation, and fuels reduction and thinning. Design, penmit acquisitions,
landowner permission to implement, and contracting with equipment operators all would
be undertaken during this phase of the project.

Location and/or Geographic Boundaries of the Project
This project is located in Tdnity County and eeneists of the upper Trinity River Watershed
above Trinity Dam. The Trinity River originates neat 9,025 ft elevation at Mt. Eddy, and
flows south into Trinity Lake, (elevation 2,370 ft) a distance of roughly 20 miles.
Transbasin diversion from the Trinity River through Judge Francis Cart powerplant to
Whiskeytown Lake (elevation 1,210 ft) began in April 1963. Due to this diversion, Trinity
Lake is considered part: of the Tdnity River Division of the CVP. Diversions from
Whiskeytown Lake to the Sacramento River via Spring Creek powerplant and tunnel into
Keswick Reservoir began in December 1963. Water from the Trinity River basin is
diverted from Whiskeytown Reservoir through the Spring Creek tunnel to Keswick
Diversion Dam on the Sacramento River for power generation. The total drainage area
of the Upper Tdnity River basin is 692 square miles.

The Upper Trinity River watershed should be considered an important part of the
Sacramento River watershed, due to the fact that an average of nearly one million acre
feet of water per year is diverled from Trinity Lake through the Clear Creek Tunnel into
the ERRP study area, and the fast that Trinity Lake provides 2.5 million acre-feet of
storage capacity for the CVP. The amount of water that is utilized from the Upper Trinity
River as part of the CVP dictates that this "source watershed" be addressed. For
example, the stated vision for Ecological Processes for Central Valley Streamflows (Vol.
2, p. 171) dictates that supplemental releases of water from major reservoirs is needed
to emulate natural peak flows--making Upper Trinity River water a critical component to
the success of the CALFED project.

The Upper Trinity River watershed consists of over 70% publicly owned land, most of
which is administered bythe US Forest Service. The Trinity Alps Wilderness Area
accounts for 32% of the total watershed. Private lands account for 29% of this
watershed with a significant por~ion owned by Sierra Pacific Industries. Other private
lands in this watershed include several small communities including Coffee Creek,
Covington Mill and Trinity Center, recreational facilities, resorts, and a winery (see the
attached maps, Attachments A t-3).

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
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ECOLOGICAL BIOLOGICAL BENEFITS

Ecological/Biological Objectives
The biological benefits to the overall goals/objectives of CALFED of addressing these
unabated sediment loading problems upstream of Trinity Dam are multiple. Sediment
deposition in Trinity Lake, and the downstream reservoirs decreases the available cold-
water storage and therefore, the availability of critical water supply to supplement flows
necessary to restore the ecological functions in the Sacramento River Ecological
Management Zone. The reduction of sediment transport downstream of Trinity Dam into
the Trinity River system will assist in the restoration of anadromous salmonids in the
Trinity River system, and carry a secondary benefit for CALFED by reducing stressors to
at risk ealmonids in all of the Ecological Management Zones of the Bay-Delta, because a
restored Trinity fishery could take some commercial and recreational fishing pressure off
of the targeted at-risk species.

Construction and operation of the Central Valley Project (CVP) has in effect made the
Trinity River an artificial (man-made) tributary of the Sacramento River. Trinity County
has been considered as the County of Origin for the Trinity River Division of the CVP.
Since 1964, an average of nearly 1 million acre-feet of water per year has been diverted
from the Trinity River Watershed to the Sacramento River by the CVP under 1959 permits
issued to the Bureau of Reclamation by the State Water Resources Control Board. This
compares with average annual inflow of approximately 1.2 million acre-feet. The
permitted removal of most of the water from the Upper Trinity River has had direct and
significant destructive effects on area-of-origin beneficial uses and public trust assets in
the entire Klamath-Trinity basin, including reductions in fish habitat (80-90% declines in
chinook, coho salmon and steelhead trout populations from pro-diversion levels).

With the exception of major rainfall events in 1978~ 1983, 1997, and 1998, the Trinity
River has historically provided the CVP and other users, water of exceptionally high
quality. In heavy rainfall years large volumes of fine sediment are eroded from the
watershed upstream of Trinity Dam and are subsequently trapped in the reservoir. This
has been immediately reflected in high levels of turbidity. (See attachment C). Turbidity
of the water in Trinity Lake, released below the Dam into the Trinity River and exported to
Whiakeytown reservoir remains substantially elevated for many months following these
events. Turbidity readings in Trinity Lake reached their highest levels in twenty-two years
in 1997 and remained relatively high through 1998. Trinity exports to Whiskeytown Lake
and ultimately, the Sacramento River, also experienced extremely high turbidity levels.
The obvious connection between major rainfall events and high turbidity could be
indicative of a major erosion-control problem in the Upper Trinity River watershed. This
buildup of sediment has the potential to reduce the available storage capacity and
ultimately threaten the expected life of the dam. ]t has been suggested that the current
pattern of El Nino-ralated weather in this area could become a regular phenomenon.
With this possibility looming over the future, it is imperative that watershed assessment,
prioritization, and restoration work be initiated promptly to ensure the continued provision
of high quality water to the CVP.
Upper Trinity Pdver Watershed Stewardship Project
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An USDA/NRCS Engineer has estimated that approximately 460,160 cubic tons of
sediment per year is entering Trinity Lake from the various tributa~- streams above the
dam. This figure translates into a reduction in storage capacity of 230 acre-feet per year.
One acre-foot of water from the Trinity Lake generates 1,100 kilowatt hour of power.
Power generation from Tdnity Lake is four times more valuable than that from Shasta
Dam as there is much more head, or elevation change from Trinity. The Bureau of
Reclamation has suggested that heavy sedimentation increase the maintenance cost of
the equipment at the power plants and pumping stations, and that when Trinity Lake is
turbid, Whiskeytown Reservoir tends to be quite turbid as well, affecting the ERPP water
quality. Potential for extending the life of the dam and maximizing storage capacity would
also have beneficial effects for power generation and water users in the Bay-Delta region.

The ERPP states that "Upper watershed health and function is an important ecotogical
process that directly influences the heath of chinook salmon or its habitat." (Vol. I, pg.
219). This project is designed to assess and improve water quality in a critical upper
watershed and will address the CALFED Bay-Delta Program goal of improving water
supply reliability. The Upper Trinity River Walershed Stewardship project will follow an
adaptive management framework and implement an ecosystem-based approach. This
projecl addresses the stated CALFED issues of water supply reliability and to restore
ecological processes in the upper watersheds.

Linkages
This project is consistent with CALFED goals of improving water quality and storage
capacity as well as aquatic and terrestrial habitats and ecological processes. This
proposal addresses several ecosystem elements and atressors described in the
Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan (ERPP). These elements include, but are not
limited to the CALFED ecosystem e~ements listed below in Table 1. As technical
justification for the restoration project, Table 1 provides specific restoration objectives that
address each CALFED element. This project meets the CALFED Bay-Delta Watershed
Program elements of supporting local watershed activities, facilitates and improves
coordination and assistance between government agencies, other organizations, and
local watershed groups.

This project will coordinate with other projects including the Trinity River Restoration
Program, the 5-County Coho Plan project, and Proposition 204 projects-’q’rinity River
Watershed Forest Health and Fuels Reduction" and "Erosion Inventory and Migration
Barrier Assessment and Implementation for County Roads Within the Trinity River
Watershed". This project also complements several key actions called for in the Clean
Water Action Plan of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of
Agriculture, spe¢fficalty to create watershed assessment and restoration action strategfes.
This report, completed in 1998, establishes a framework of cooperation for federal and
state agencies, Tribes, and the public to work together to address clean water issues.
More specifJca)ly, it calls for unified watershed assessments to be completed and
assessments to be made of the water quality of all reservoirs operated by the Bureau of
Reclamation with strategies developed for water quality improvement. The Upper Trinity
Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project

I --01 7373
1-017373



River Watershed Stewardship Project would facilitate several of the objectives of the
Glean Water Action Plan.

Upper watershed processes (fire and erosion) are linked to Bay-Delta ecological health by
affecting water supply, sediment supply, habitats, and Bay-Delta species. Healthy upper
watersheds provide essential habitat conditions for anadromous fish. This particular
upper watershed helps to assure water supply reliability to the CVP.

System-Wide Ecosystem Benefits
Specific project benefits include:
¯ Improved storage capacity of Trinity and Whiskeytown Lakes by minimizing

sedimentation
¯ Extended life of Trinity Dam
¯ Improved fisheries habitat for the T[inity/Klamath system as well as the Bay-Delta
¯ Improved water quality for all beneficial uses including power generation and

recreation
¯ Increased water supply reliability
¯ Improved forest health and minimized risk of catastrophic fire

This project will ultimately improve the ecological health of Trinity Lake as well as both the
Trinity River and the ERRP area with an improvement in the quality of water by
minimizing sedimentation and turbidity. Increasing storage capacity and extending the life
of the dam through a reduction in sedimentation would also benefit the system. Reducing
the risk of catastrophic fire will benefit forest health in this source watershed and minimize
potential sedimentation. The ecological benefits are critical to priority species identified
by CALFED, including chinook salmon and staelhead by reducing fine sediments and
providing sufficient high quality water. The proposal is a long-term strategy to address
large-scale problems in this source watershed of the CVP.

Compatibility with Non-Ecosystem Objectives
This project provides benefits for other CALFED objectives including water quality, water
supply reliability, and watershed management.

Potential benefits to third parties include:
¯ Improved recreation and tourism at both Trinity Lake and along the Trinity River below

the dam with a reduction in sedimentation/turbidity.
¯ Economic benefit to a tourism-dependant community.
¯ Fish habitat in the Trinity River below the dam should improve with the reduction of

fine sediments as well, requiring less water to flush sediments than might otherwise be
the case.

¯ Reduced risk of catastrophic fire would benefit the resources, forest health,
landowners, and the community.

Upper Trinity River Watershed StEwardship Project
CALFED Proposal 8
April, 1999
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Table 1. Technical justification for projecl components based on CALFED ERPP.
CALFED ECOSYSTEM ERPP Objectives

ELEMENT
CHINOOK SALMON i Restore ecological processes and habitats vital to

sustain chinook salmon populations; eliminate stressors
to chinook salmon produ~ion, including adequate
streamflow and cool water temps. (ERPP Vol. I. p. 223)

STEELHEAD TROUT Reduce or eliminate etressors to steelhead production,
including adequate slreamflow; protect spawning and
rearing habital in upper tributa[y watersheds
(ERPP Vol. i. p. 230)

CENTRAL VALLEY Create flow and temperature regimes in regulated rivers
S]REAMFLOWS AND that favor native aquatic species and restore ecological
T~MPERATURE8 functions.

(ERPP Vol. I. p. 42, Vol. I1. p. 161,167, 171,172)
’ COORDINATION OF PLANNING CALFED Coordinated Watershed Management

AND RESTORATION ACTIONS Program Calls for the Coordination of Planning aRd
IN THE UPPER WATERSHEDS

(ERPP Vol.Rest°rati°n I.ACti°nSp. 6, Volin thell, p.Upper160) Watersheds

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal 9
April, 1999
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TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY AND TIMING

Other alternatives to address problems in this watershed have been researched, but
funding opportunities for the watershed above the Trinity Dam have been virtually non-
existent. The Trinity River Restoration Program will only fund projects below the dam, and
even the Forest Se~,ice has identified this area as ~ow priority, so Watershed Analysis in
this watershed has not been scheduled for some time. This upper watershed, an
important "source watershed" for both the Trinity River and CVP, should be understood
and protected. It is necessary to make an inventory of sediment sources in the watershed
to determine location of sedimentation and turbidity, prescribe and prioritize any necessary
treatments, including forest health and fuels reduction, and then develop a Watershed
Action Plan with the critical involvement of local citizens.

This project will comply with all related laws and regulations as required. For the first
phase of the project, however, we do not anticipate that any National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) or California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) permits, easements,
encumbrances, etc. need to be addra~sed. This project consists of the planning stage
involving the compiling of a sediment inventory and developing a Watershed Assessment
and Action Plan. The US Forest Service, the major land manager in the Upper Trinity
River Watershed, is in support of this project (see attached letter). Sierra Pacific
Industries, the other significant landowner in this area, has been approached by the
business community regarding this project. Permission from landowners to conduct
inventory will be obtained prior to any detaiJed site-specific data collection. We will work
closely with the landowners and community leaders and keep ~nterasted carries informed
of progress made. Public information and public relations, including sOOolng sessions,
presentations, direct mailings, and newsletters will play an ~mportant role in this project,

The NRGS will assist in surveying the main tributary deltas of Trinity Lake. including
Coffee Creek, East Fork Trinity, Trinity, Stuart Fork and Swift Creek to measure sediment
inflow. TCRCD will hire a pert time coordinator for the Upper Trinity River Watershed
Coalition. This person will organize meetings, worKsnoos, and field trips to develop a
watershed restoration vision and goals and to discuss various issues and concerns ~n the
watershed. The Watershed Research and Training Center ~WRTC) will contract with
TCRCD to develop a strategic fuels management and thinning elan with the strong
involvement of the US Forest Service and the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CDF), who have begun this process already. The WRTC is develooing a
market for small diameter material obtained from thinning projects (utilizing a low-impact
Economizer) to help offset costs of implementing fuels reduction treatments. The GI$
mapping will be prepared by TCRCD’s GIS manager WhO has significant experience with
maps for watershed analysis, identifying road networks, vegetation type, soils and
geology. The development of the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan will be put
out to bid for a consultant. There are several very competent consultants available in the
area who are familiar with the Basin and its issues whom we nave worKec with in the past,

Upper Trinity Privet Watershed Stewardship Pr(~jeet
CALFED Proposal 10
April, 1999
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MONITORING AND DATA COLLECTION METHODOLOGY

Monitoring, data co{lection and evaluation wi{I be a critical component of the Upper Tdnity
River Watershed Action Plan. Monitoring, utilizing a science-based feedback, will address
effectiveness of project implementation to determine whether objectives are being achieved
and will provide information to support adaptive management actions. This will include the
development of a detailed project-scale monitoring plan that will continually evaluate the
success of various objectives, including sediment inflow, turbidity, habitat improvement, and
community involvement in the planning process. Monitoring will collect and analyze pre- and
post-project data to assess the effectiveness of project activities in achieving objectives for
water quality, fuels reduction, fishery habitat improvement. Volunteers and members ofthe
Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition will be active!y involved in gathering monitoring data.
Monitoring will be designed with the assistance of resource professiorfals to ensure
appropriate information is being collected and training of volunteers will take place to ensure
the accuracy of data collected. Photo documentation will be utilized to depict before and
after fuel reduction treatments. Monitoring data will be incorporated into GIS and maintained
by TCRCD.

BlologicalfEcological Objectives
¯ Minimize Sedimentation and Turbidity into Trinity Lake, and thus, Whiskeytown

Reservoir--Conduct Sediment Source Inventory, prescribe necessary treatments
¯ Improve Storage Capacity and Life of Trinity Reservoir--reduce sedimentation
¯ Improve Fishery Habitat~n both the Bay-Delta and the Trinity River
¯ Improve Upper Watershed Health--reduce fuel !oad buildup and reduce risk of

catastrophic fire

Monitoring Parameters and Data Collection Approach
TCRCD and NRCS staff will be utilized to conduct the road inventory, aerial photo
interpretation, and to measure tributary sediment inflow. This will take place only once
during this project. From this information, sediment source locations will be identified and
prescriptions for treatments will be designed and become part of the Watershed Action Plan
with implementation projects prioritized. Forest health will be assessed by assistance from
CDF and a Registered Professional Forester. Other monitoring efforts will be pedormed in
part by the Watershed Coalition.

Data Evaluation Approach
Road systems in the watershed will be evaluated once during the project period~ with
problem sites mapped and data sheets input into GIS database. Aerial photography will be
analyzed once with landslides, natural and man-made identified and mapped. Forest health
statue will be determined from assessment of fuel load conditions, initially from aedal photos
and then through spot checking on the ground. 3"urbidity figures will be updated monthly,
data is collected at the Trinity River Hatchery. These figures will be compared with data for
Whiskeytown Reservoir to observe impact of the Trinity Lake water!turbidity on the CALFED
system. Fisheries habitat improvement will be monitored from fish population studies
currently undertaken by the California Department of Fish and Game.
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Table 2. Monitoring and Data Collection Information
Biological/Ecological Objectives
Hypothesis/Queation Monitoring Parameter(s) Data Evaluation Comments/
to be Evaluated and Data Collection Approach Data

Approach Priority
Reduce Sedimentation Survey Sediment Sources Establish base-line High Priority
/Turbidity at tributaries, road data, map problem

networks and aerial photo areas, GIS--
interpretation Following storm

events
Improve Storage Reduction in Monitor sediment High Priority
Capacity and Life of sedimentation following inflow and turbidity
Trinity Reservoir road treatments over time
Improve Fishery Fish counts, quality of Following storm High Priodty
Habitat spawning gravels events determine

health of fish
habitat, reduced
siltation of spawning
gravels

Improve Forest Health Fuels reduction plan and Pro and post project High Priority
Demonstration project photo points, track

fire start and
intensity incidents

Community Number of people, interest Number of High Priority
Involvement in groups and agencies interested and
Development of involved in this project involved
Watershed Action Plan landowners,

agencies, etc.

April, 1999
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LOCAL INVOLVEMENT

Trinity County has expressed strong interest and support of the TCRCD seeking CALFED
funding to address concerns in the Upper Trinity River Watershed. The Trinity County Board of
Supervisors voted to submit a letter of support for this proposal (Attachment Et). Chris Erikson,
who is Supervisor for the District that includes the Upper Trinity Watershed, has also expressed
personal interest in this praject. The TCRCD has informed John Jelecioh, Planning Director of
the Trinity County Planning Department, of the TCRCD’s intent to submit this prooosal to
CALFED (see attached copy of the notification letter). The TCRCD continues to coordinate with
county and local government regarding our projects. Leea~ support is Quite strong for this
project, as residents have been increasingly aware of the declining health of the Trinity River
and its fisheries due to the diversion of most of Trinity River water to the CVP.

There is no formal group for the Upper Trinity River Watershed at this time, only a significant
number of concerned ~andowners and business oweers (see attached letters and signatures).
This proposal intends to form a watershed group to bring these people toge’ll~er and identify
problem areas and move toward resolving [nem. The TCRCD has worked extensively with the
South Fork Trinity River Coordinated Resource Management Group and has expenence in
working with local groups. Other interested groups would include the Trinity Bioregion Group and
the Trinity River Restoration Program’s TeQhnica Coordinating Committee (TCC). All par~ies that
we have spoken with to date have expressed strong support of this efferl

The Shasta-Trinity National Forest has been maoe aware of this proiec~ ano mey nave exeresseo
support for this efforL The Upper Trinity River Watershed has tended to be ~ower on their list of
priorities for watershed analysis and restoration efforts that other oar,s of the national forest in this
county. Thus, thQre is a gap in information for this critical oortion of the watershed that serves
both the Bay-Delta species and water users, as well as the Trinity River o~ ow me dam. As the
Upper Trinity River watershed has a distinct checkerboard landownership 3attern consisting of
interspersed public and private lands, a strong outreach effort will nave ~o De made to reach all of
the pdvate interests. One major private landowner in this watershed that we will want to work with
on this project is Sierra Pacific Industries. Public outreach will consist of neighborhood meetings,
sceping sessions, newsle’lters, presentations to established community organizations, direct
mailings, and the Internet.

Third party impacts from implementing th~s projem are expected to be oositive. Recreation and
tourism would improve at both Trinity Lake and along the Trinity River be~ow ~ne dam with a
reduction in sedimentation/turbidity. This would provide economic benefit to this tourism-
dependant community. Fish habitat in the Trin ~y River below the dam should improve with the
reduction of fine sediments as well, requiring less water to flush sediments than m~ght otherwise
be the case. Reduced risk of catastrophic fire would benefit the resources, forest health
landowners, and the community. Economic imeacts would I~e oositive for this community as a
whole. Trinity County residents feel that it is r~portant that CALFED make an early and
organized effort to reinvest in the health of the Upper Trinity Watershed, an imQortant upper
watershed to the Bay-Delta. This would result in goodwill in this community. No adverse third
party impacts are anticipated.

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Ih-oject
CALI~ED Proposal 13
April, 1999

I --01 7379
1-017379



COSTS AND SCHEDULE

Budget
This proposal requests $150,000 for the Upper Trinity River Stewardship Project for
period of two years. Table 3 below provides a cost breakdown of the various tasks,

Table 3. Total Budg~ 3ALFED funds only)
Pro~ct ~a~ Direct Service Material Misc. and Overhead Tots1 Cost
and Task I Labor I Salary Contracts and ether Labor

~ and Acquisition Direct
Benefit~ Cos’~s Costs

~153:T1: Coalition

533 8,000 600 800 9,400
Coordination

T2: Public 133 2,000 200 2,200
. Sco in

Su ort
34: Trib Delta 150    5,000 500 5,500

~~ S0,0O0
1,000 3,000 34,000

Sediment I

~ 5,00D 500 5,500
and Evaluation_ ~

IT7: Watershed 800 5,000 35,000 4,000 44,000
Action Plan

TS: Fuels 2,000 8,000 1,000 11
Reduction

Tg: Project    I 375    9,000 900 I 9,900

~ $91,000
I $43,000 $2,600 $13,4.00 $150,000

The result of this Category III funded project will hele =everage significant additional
watershed restoration implementation activities, This project consists of the planning
process to develop the priorities for implementation along with a demonstration fuels
reduction project, With the Watershed Action Plan, other funding sources may be
available for implementing prioritized on-the-ground restoration projecls. Other sources
of funds wilt be pursued for the implementation phase, including Preposition 204.
California Department of Forestry and Fire Pmtection’s Forest Stewardshie Program. US
Fish and Wildlife Service "Jobs in the Woods," and California Deeartment of Fish and
Game program (SB 271 ). This project and the ~melementation of the findings will
contribute towards the achievement of CALFED goals and objectives.

Uppc~" TriniO’ River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal 14
April, 1999
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Schedule
Task 1 : Coordinate the Upper Trinity River Watershed Coalition month 1-24
Task 2: Public Scoping sessions month 2-6
Task 3: Prepare GIS maps for watershed for planning, Action

Plan and Monitoring month 1-24

Task 4: Survey sediment inflow at tributaries month 2-6
Task 5: Conduct inventory of sediment sources-road network month 2-10
Task 6: Monitoring ~.nd Evalua~=on. utilizing adaptive management month 2-24
Task 7: Develop the Upper Trinity River Watershed Action Plan month 4-15
Task 8: Demonstration Project Implementation month 15-17
Task 9: Quarterly and Fine Report preparation for CALFED e0arterly

Product: Upper Tdnity RiverWatershed Action Plan
~rioritizing recommended action items for
implementation monti~ 24

TCRCD will be the responsible fiduciary an{] administrator for this project. TCRCD has
extensive expenence in successfully administering grants in the magnitude of severa~
hundred thousand dollars. TCRCD will invoice monthly based on time and materials
expenses incurred. At ~e end of the project, the TCRCD and the Upoer Trinity River
Watershed Coalition members wilt work towards ongoing ~mplementation of the
Wetershed Action Plan, GIS database, and monitonng activities.

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewm-dship Project
CALFED Proposat 15
April 1999
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COST SHARING

Other funding commitments that could be counted toward cost sharing in improving the
salmonid fisheries habitat as well as the upper watershed health include:

¯ Prop 204 funds of $400,000 to develop a Strategic Fire Plan for the Trinity River
Basin and implement several demonstration fuels reduction projects on both public
and private lands.

¯ California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection’s Forest Stewardship Funds to
develop and implement a Fire Management and Fuels Reduction Plan for the
Covington Mill area.

¯ For Trinity River tributaries downstream of Trinity Dam the TCRC ,D has obtained
significant funds (severat million dollars) to implement salmonid fisheries
enhancement projects from the Trinity River Restoration Program since 1992.
Funds have been obtained for restoration work in Grass Valley Creek Watershed
Indian Creek Watershed, South Fork Trinity River Watershed, and Weaver and Rush
Creek Weteraheds. These projects have been eres~on control, riear~an
enhancement, and water quality improvement projects. Funds have also been
obtained from California Department of Fish and Game Bureau of Land
Management’s "Jobs in the Woods" funds, and US Fish and Wildlife Jobs in the
Woods funds to implement fishery enhancement prelects in tl~ese same areas.

All of these projects have been designed primarily to improve [ne condition of the fishery
in the Trinity Basin, but in the larger picture, this imoreves the overall fishery for the state
of California and reduces stressors on the Bay-Delta targeted al risk fish scecies.

Upper "I’r~nity River Watershed Stewardship Pl’oject
CALFED Proposal                                                                      16
April, [999
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APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

Trinity County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) has an outstanding record of
achievement with many projects in the Trinity River Basin, including development of
cooperative efforts among landowners, timber interests, various government agencies
and the general public. TCRCD has had extensive experience in watershed restoration
projects as part of the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program. TCRCD is
currently in its sixth year under contract te design, implement, and monitor a multi-year,
multi-million dollar watershed restoration project in Grass Valley Creek Watershed (a
tributary to the Trinity River) and its fourth year for similar work in the South Fork Trinity
River Watershed.

The TCRCD has been a very active participant in lhe South Fork Trinity River
Coordinated Resource Management PLanning group (CRMP) since its inception in 1994.
TCRCD has participated in several Watershed Analysis reports and has conducted
sediment inventories in many watersheds. II has also had significant experience in
contracting with consultants on many occasions. Funding has been obtained by TCRGD
for various other restoration and fuels reduction projects from US Fish and Wildlife,
California Department of Fish and Game, and California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection. To date, these projects have only been funded for projects below Trinity
Dam. The experience and proven capability of the district will be useful for developing
and fostering a community-based solution to major sediment problems existing in the
Upper Trinity River Watershed.

TCRCD is a special district of the state of California, TCRCD was formed under Division
9 of the State Resources Code in 1956. As a special district it is self-governed by
appointed directors who establish priorities and set policy. Directors are landowners who
know local problems; end who volunteer their time without pay.

TCRCD is a county wide special district. The TCRCD gets funding solely from outside
grants and some fee-for-service projects. The Board of Directors is guided by
landowners and the community in their decisions and actions. Employees of the district
carry out the day-to-day operations, guided by priorities and policies established by the
Board. The TGRCD focuses attention on land, water, and related resource problems,
develops programs to resolve them, end enlists and coordinates assistance from all
public and private sources that can contribute in accomplishing the district’s goals. In
addition, it works toward furthering conservation education in the community,
coordinating educational programs, and serving as a community clearing house for
information and services.

Pat Frost-District Manager of the Trinity County Resource Conservation District will
oversee this project and staff involved in the project. The Watershed Coordinator will
report directly to Pat and he will be responsible for the financial and reporting aspects of
the project.

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal 17
April, 1999
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John Condon-Projeot Manager with TCRCD for four years will be involved in developing
the sediment source inventory and the Watershed Action Plan.

~-Implementation Coordinator will supervise the four person sediment source
inventory crew. She was crew supervisor for the Plummer Creek and Upper South Fork
Trinity River Road Inventory,

Rich Roberts-NRCS Engineer will review inventory data and prescribe treatments. He
has been instrumental in designing restoration prescriptions for TCRCD for the past five
years.

Kelly Shsen_-GIS Specialist has significant experience in developing watershed based
GIS maps for planning purposes, such as TMDL’s, Watershed Analys’is, County General
Plan, and Sediment Source Inventory Location Identification.

TCRCD Mission Statement
To assist people in protecting, managing, conserving and restoring the natural resources
of Trinity County through information, education, technical assistance and project
implementation.

TCRCD Vision Statement
Trinity County Resource Conservation District envisions a balance between utilization
and conservation of our natural resources. Through economic diversity and ecosystem
management, our communities will achieve and sustain a quality environment and
healthy economy.

Other partners involved in this project also have significant experience in watershed
restoration planning and implementation of projects, including the Natural Resource
Conservation Service, formerly Soil Conservation Service (a federal agency) and the
Watershed Research and Training Center. The WRTC was organized in 1992 as a
community-based organization as a proactive solution-based response to the change in
public land management from timber to ecosystem management addressing the vital link
between healthy forests and healthy communities Providing soft infrastructure for
building community capacity in this timber-deeendant county has been the core focus of
the organization. The WRTC is working towards developing a market for small diameter
material in order to make fuels reduction/thinning projects more economically feasible.
They have been involved in several successful fuels reduction/thinning prelects working
in coordination with the US Forest Service and anticipate that the results of this work will
lead to the creation of many local jobs in the extraction orimary processing, and value-
added activities. It will be beneficial to tie this relationship as wel! as market
development into this project.

There are no known potential applicant conflicts of interest.

Upper Trinity River Walershed Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal
April, 1999
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COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The standard terms and conditions as specified in the PSP (described in attachments O
and E) are agreeable to and able to be complied with by Tdrtity County Resource
Conservation District. TCRCD prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or
familial status. TCRCD will provide quarterly written and oral (if requested for annual
review meeting) reports on the progress of the project and a final report with
recommendations will be submitted at the completion of this project. A monitoring plan
will be part of the outcome of this project.

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewm’dship Project
CALFED Proposal 19
April, 1999
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Attachments

A. Upper Trinity River Watershed Maps
1. Ownership Map
2. Subwatersheds of the Upper Trinity River Watershed
3. USGS Quad Map

B. Trinity River Division of the Central Valley Project Profile and Diagram

C. Trinity River Turbidity at California Department of Fish and Game Fish
Hatchery

D. Tdnity River Water Diverted to Central Valley by Water Year ,
1. Char~
2. Data

E. Letters of Support
1. Trinity County Board of Supervisors
2. Natural Resource Conservation Service
3, Watershed Research and Training Center
4. California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region
5. Shasta-Trinity National Forest
6. California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
7. California Department of Fish and Game
8. Carol Fall, Upper Trinity River watershed landowner
9. Patrick Truman, Upper Trinity River watershed landowner
10. Carol Fencil, Upper Trinity River watershed landowner
t 1. Morgan Langan, Trinity AIps Resort
12. Friends of the Trinity River
13. California Conservation Corps, District Director
14. California Conservation Cores. Chief of Corpsmember Develooment &

Project Support Division
15. Signatures from 43 residents and business owners requesting TCRCD

apply for CALFED funds to address watershed above Trinity Dam

F. Notification Letter to Trinity County Planning Department

G. Standard Terms and Condition Forms for State (CALFED) Funds
1. Contracts With Public Entities Form 4100
2. Additional Standard Clauses~Form 4099a

H. Terms and Conditions for Federal (Department of Interior) Funds
1. Certifications Regarding Debarment. Suspension and Other

Responsibility Matters, Drug-Free Workelace Reou~remen[s and
Lobbying

2. Application for Federal Assistance--Form 424
3, Assurances--Non-Construction Programs~Form 424B

Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project
CALFED Proposal
April, 1999
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Jpper Trinity River Subwatersheds
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Trinity River Water Diverted to Central Valley by Water Year
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
P.O. Drawer 1613 (6a0) 623-1217

WEAVERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 96093
Dero B, Forslund, Clerk

April 8, 1999

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity Cottony Regouree Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

Re: CAI,FED Propnsal - "l~’pper Trinity R~ver Watershed Stewardship Project"

Dear Mr, Lowden:

The Trinity County Board of Supervisors wishes to express its support for the Trinity County
Resource Conservation District’s proposal rcqucstlng CALFED fltnding fi, r watershed
restoration planning and to conduct a sediment seurce inventeW in the Upper Trinity Watershed.
We have been concerned about the very high levels of turbidity that Trinity Lake has had since
Ibc storms of curly 1997 and aboul the resultant impact on fisheries habitat downstream of the
dam in both the Trinity and Sacramento rivers, along with the eflbct of this increased sediment
reducing the life of the Trinity reseccoir.

l’he I rinity Riwr Basin below "1 rinity’ Dmn has had a significant amuunl of restoration work
through the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program since 1984. bul l itlle fimds have
yet been made a,ailable ~o address similar issues and problems (primarily erosion) above the
sam Given the recent heavy reflux of sediment to Trinity Lake durin~ 1997 and 1998 and
~csu Italtt high ]cvclb of turbidity cxpcrlenced, it seems appropriate that these issues now be
examined and dealt with. We would like to see an inventory of sediment sources as well as the
development era Watershed Action Plan for the Upper Trinity River Watershed. This area ~s an
nnportant part of the watersheo, especially as this is a s~gnificant source of water (averaging a
million acre feet per year) [’or the Central Valley Projec!

I he Trinity Count) Board of Supervisors hope that the CALFED Bay-Delta Prug~ am lccogmzes
the inmortance ~ftbe Trinity River basin us part of its overall resmratmn objectives considers
the wide comlnuntty suppori for this restoration planning effort in the Upper Trinity River
watershed, and recommends approval of funds fur this worthwhile project.

Sincerely,

TRINITY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

ROBERT REISS. Chairinan
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USDA United States Natural No. 3 Horseshoe Lane

~
Departmen~ of Resources Weaverville, CA 96093
Agriculture Conservation (9161 623-3991

Service

April 7, 1999

Mr. Grog Lowden
Trinity County RCD
PO Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

’Dear Mr. Lowdcn,                                                      J

I am writing this letter to support the Trinity County Resource Conserv’ation District’s (RCD)
proposal for funding tinough CALFED for watershed restoration plarming and the
development of an inventory of sediment sources in the Upper Trniity River watersl~ed. I am
concer~ed about the high levels of turbidity in Trinity Lake resulting from large storm events
such as the one which occurred in January of 1997. I am sure this influx of sediment into
Trinity Lalce is having a deleterious effect on fish health and habitat downstream of the
reservoir in the Trinity and Sacramento Rivers as well as reducing the life of the Trinity
Reservoir. In this day and age in California where water has become such a premeus limited
resource, I believe we need to be taking steps to minimize any mapact t~ extsting reservotr
capacities as well as addressing critical water quality ~ssnes that directly impact at-risk fish
species.

Over the past 10 years, / have seen extensive resources committed re 1-estoratton work in the
Trinity River basin below Trinity Lake, but littie to no funds have been expended above
Trinity Dam. I believe your pruposal is a good stop in the right direction. I would llope that
the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recognizes the importance of fue Trinity River Basin as part
of its overall restoration objectives and recommends approval of funds for this project.

~Jim Spear
District Conservationis~

I --01 7393
1-017393



~ lThe Watershed Research and Training Center

April 2. 1999

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Conservation District
PO Box 1450
Weaverville CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal

Dear Mr Lowden:

I am writing to express my support for the Trinity County Resource Conservation
District’s CALFED proposal would also like to confirm the commitment of my
organization to participate in the planning for watershed restoration in the Upper
Trinity Watershed. This cooperaWe planning process to integrate watershed
restoration fuels management, and sediment source inventory is integral to our
efforts to reduce the turbidity levels in Trinity Lake, improve the downstream
habitat, and prolong the useful life of the reservoir.

As you know, CALFED’s willingness to address the long-term maintenance of the
watershed in the uplands has much local support. Since the Trinity Basin loses
80% of the water from the uplands through the Clear Creek tunnel and into the
Sacramento Basin, efforts to maintain the upper watershed’s contribution to both
the CVlP (averaging one millon acre feet per year) and to the health of the
mainstream are of vital importance, not only to Trinity County, but to the entire
state.

We are encouraged thai the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recognizes the role the
Trinity River Basin plays and are pleased to be involved in this community-based
effort for restoration planning in the Upper Trinity River Watershed.

Thank you for leading the planning effort. We look forward to continuing this
planning effort.

Sincerely,

E. Lynn Ju~gwirth
Executive Director

PO Box 356 * Hayfork, GA 9604~ * (530) 628-4206 ,, Fax (530) ~28-5100 ,, ernal wsc@[coe.Lr niLy, k12,ca.us

RECEIVED APR 0 5 1999
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

Ross R. Liscum, Chairman
nsto~ H. Hickox

April 12, 1999

Gregory E. Lowden, Chairman
Board of Directors Trinity County Resource

Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Chairman Lt~wden;

Subject: CALFED Proposal

The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 0RCRWQCB) staff would like to express
our support Ftu the Trinity County Resource Conservation District’s proposal requesnng CALFED
funding for watershed restoration planning and *o conduct a sediment source invemory in the upper
Trinity River watershed. NCRWQCB stall’has been investigating tile severe erosion and very high
turbidity levels in Trinity Lake and the Trinity [Liver the.t have occurred since the January 1997
storme. The high turbidity levels have persisted and are impacung me ~mportant beneficial uses of
Trinity Lake and downstream :fi~kerie~ habitat in both the Tnm~y and Sacramento Rivers The
increased sediment yield is also encroaching on the capacity of Trinity Lake as a water reservoir.

The Trinity River has been the subject of extensive restoration eftbrts through the Tnmty River Fish
and Wildlife Restoration program since 1984. Most of this effort has been concentrated below the
dam even though significant erosion is occurring in the upper watershed. Given the recent heavy
influx of sediment to Trinity Lake during the past t:~vo winters and resultant h~gh turbidity levels, it
seems appropriate that these issues now be examined. We would like to zee an inventory of
sediment sources as well as the development of a Watershed Action Plan for the upper Trilfity River
watershed. This area is an important part of the watershed, especially as this is a si~lil’icanr source
of water (averaging a million acre feet p~r year) for the Central Valley ProjecL

We are hopeful that the CALFED Bay-Delta program recognizes the importance of the Trinity River
basin as part of it’s overall restoration objectives and recomrnends approval of lands fur this project.

Sincerely,

Senior Water Resouroes Control Engineer

ARB: tmk\calfed.doc
California ]2nvironmental Protection ~ency
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STATI~ O1~ CALIFORNIA-THE RESOURCT~ AGENCY Gray Davi~ Govenxor

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION
P.O. BOX 1296
WEAVERVILLE, CALIFORNIA 960~3
(530) 623-4201 3FAX (530) 623-5444

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resources Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, Ca 96093

F,E: CALFED Proposal for Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship

Dear Mr. Lowden,

The California Department of Forest ,ry and Fire ProK=ction (CDF) aciively supports Lhe Trinity County
Resource Conservation Dislricl’s proposal to C_ALt;ED to fund the Upper Trinity River Waterslied
Stewardship Projec [.

CDF has worked with the District on several ]~orest Stewardship partnership projects including the Fast
Branch and Covington Mill 3Fuels Reduction and Fire Plan Development. We are currently working with
the TCRCD on a Strategic 3Fire Plan for fl~e County through the auspices of a Trinity County Fire Safe
Council, along with the USFS and a number of private individuals.

The Trinity River Basin below Trinity Darn has had a significant aaromrt of restora~on work tim~ough the
Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Program since 1984, but little funds have yet been made
available to address similar issues and problems above ihe dam. We would like ~o see an inventory of
sediment sources as well as the development of a Forest Health Fuels Reduction and Watershed
Enhancement Plan for the Upper Trinity River watershed to prioritize projects for implementation.

I believe that the CALFFD Bay-Delta 3Frogram should recogmze the importance of the Trinity River basin
as part of its overall restoration objectives and consider the wide conuntmity support for this restoration
planniug effort in the Upper Trinity River wal~rshed and recommend approval of funds for this project.

Sincerely,

William G. Bri.tton
Battalion Chief
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April 6 1999

Mr. Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman. Board of Directors
Tdnity County Resource Conservation District
F~.O. Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal

Dear Mr. Lowden:

= am writing ~o express my support for the Trinity County Resource Conservation
District’s proposal for CALFED funding to perform watershed planning and to
conduct a sediment source inventory in the upper Trinity River watershed. As a
forest landowner upstream of the dan’,, I have been concerned about the recent
sediment loads to Trinity Lake and high turbidity levels, believe this proposal
would have s~gnificant benefits to both Trinity Lake and downstream water users.

Since the winter storms of 1997, Trinity Lake has been subject to major sediment
loads which shorten the life of the reservoir, ann high turbidity levels, which
affect downstream fishery habitat and water users. Because of local concerns,
the timing =s dght for an inventory of sediment sources and development of a
watersherJ plan.

The Trinity County Resource Conservation District’s projects have effective=y
reduced sediment loading to the Trinity River downstream of the dam. However,
their ability to help landowners such as myself, who wish to reduce erosion and
sediment trensoort from my property to Trinity Lake, has been hampered by a
lack of funding for projects above the dam

Due to the significant contribution from Trinity Lake to the Central Valley Project,
and downstream benefits of an un-impaired Trinity Lake, I recommend that the
CALFED Bay-Delta Program fund the Trinity County Resource Conservation
District project. Thankyou for your consideratior~

Sincerely

Carol Fall
P.O. Box 1448
Weaverville. CA 96093
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April10,1999

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1480
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal for Upper Trinitl/River Watershed Stewardship

Dear Mr. Lowden:

I am writing to express my support for the Trinity County Resource Conservation
District’s proposal requesting GALFED funding for watershed restoration planning and to
conduct a sediment source inventory in the Upper Tdnity River watershed. As a
~andowner upstream of the dam, ~ am concerned about the very high levels of sediment
loads and turbidity in Trinity Lake.

Since the storms of early 1997, Trinity Lake has been subject to major sediment 1cads,
which shorten the life of the reservoir, and high turbidity levels, which affect downstream
fishery habitat and water users. Because of local concerns, the timing is dght for an
inventory of sediment sources and development of a watershed plan.

The Trinity River Basin below Tdnity Dam has had a significant amount of restoretion
work through the Trinity River Fish and Wildlife Restoration Pfograre since 1984, but
little funds have yet been made available to address similar issues and problems
(primarily erosion) above the dam. I would like to see an inventory of sediment sources
as well as the develoF ’nent of a Watershed Enhancement Plan for the Upper Tdnity
River watershed. This area is an important part of the watershec, especially as this is a
significant source of water (averagin9 a m~lhon acre feet per year) for the CVP|A

I would hope that the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recogmze the importance of the
Trinity River basin as part of its overall restoration objectives ano cons~oer the wide
community support for this restoration 3ianning effort m the IJpper Trinity River
watershed and recommend approval of funds for this Broject.

Sincerely,

Carol Fencil
Coffee Creek Trout Farm
Coffee Creek, CA
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CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS
Klamath Service District

June 23, 19g6

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Censetvation District
P.O, Box 1450
Weaver~ille, CA 96093

RE: CALFEB Proposal

Dear Mr. Lowden:

I am writing to express my supporl for the Trinity County Resource Conservation
Distnct’s proposal requesting CALFED funding for watershed restoration D!annieg,
including ~ aedh~)ent source inventory, in the Upper Trinity River waterahed. This
wate~hed lies within ~e CCC’~ Klamath S~Hice D~stric: and ~ share your ~ncem
about lhe very’ high levels of tumidity thai Tdn~ty Lake has had since lhe stomps of eady
1997. I believe it is likely that this increased sediment load will ~ot on ~ reduce the
of t~o [ese~or, b~t may also result in a negative impact on fisheries habitat
downstream of the dam.

~he Trinity River Basin below T~r~y Dam has had a signifioant amount of
restoration work through the Trinity RNe- Fish and Wildlife Restoraaon Program since
1984, bu[ I,~e fur;ds have yet been made available to address similar ~ssu~s
p~oblems (primarily erosto£) above the Dam, G~ven the recent heavy i~flu~
to Trinity Lake during the past two winters and reEultant high levers of turbidity it seems
appropriate that these ~ssues ~o~ b~ examines 8£d dea~ with. wou~ hKe Io see an
inventory of sediment sour~s as well a~ the developmenl of a Watershed
Enhancement Plan for lhe Upper Tnnity R~ver watershed. This area ~s sn impotent
pa~ ef the wale~hed, especial y as th~s is a significa#t source of water [averaging a
milJion acre feet ~r yeaD for ~e CVPIA.

The California ConsB~ation Corps is re@ ~nterested in being a collaborator in
the effods to add~ss these issues, both in the plannin9 and assessment phase, and
later in the ~mplementation of any prescriptive measures identified, We have had nearly
~enty years of experience engaging young aeult$ in fish Rabitat improvement wo~ on
walersheds lhroughout lhe noah coast, and under the mealorshro of t~e California
Depa~ment of Fish and Geme we a~e also begmn ng to develop watershed
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June 23,1998

Gregory E. Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity County Resource Conservation
P.O. Box 1450
Weaven/ille, CA 96093

Dear Mr. Lowdea:

I work for the Cal/ifornia Conservation Corps as Chief of the Corosmemoer
Development & Project Support Division. I am wdtng [o exo-ess my sup~port for the
Trinity County Resource Conservation District’s proposal requesting CALFED funding
for watershed restoration planning and to coneuct a sea~ment source ~nventory in the
Upper Trinity River watershed. I am concerned about the very high levels of turbidity
that Trinity Lake has had since the storms of early 1997 and aoout me resultant impact
on fisheries habitat downstrea~ of the dan~, along with the affect of this i~creased
sediment reducing the life of the reservoir,

The -trinity River Basin below "Fr’r~ity Dam has had a s~gn#~cant amount
restoration work through the Trit~ity River Fish and Wi dhfe Res[o~a[ior~ Program since
1 £84, but little tu~]ds have yet b~en made available ~o address similar issues an~
problems (primarily erosion) above the dam. Given the recent heavy influx of sediment
to Trihity take durm~g the past two winters and resultant h~gb ~eve~s of turbidity, ~ seems
appropriate that those issues now be exami£ed and dealt With. would like to see an
inventory of ae:limertt sou[cos &s wel~ as [~e develooment of a Watershed
Enhancement Plan for the Upper Trinity River watershed This area {s an important
pad of the watershed, especially as this is a significant sQurce of water (avera£in£= a
million acre feet per year) for the CVPIA.

I weald hope that the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recogmza tr~e finDer[once of
the Trinity River basin as par of its overall restoration oDjecuves arqd consider the wide
community support for this resto[et:,on plannin~ effor~ in the Upper Trinity River
watershed and recommend approval ot tends for this

Tom Powers
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April 12, 1999

Mr, Gregory Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trhfity Comity Resource
Conservation District
Post Ofl%e Box 1450
Weaverville= CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal - Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project

We the undersigned are very concerned about the turbtd~ty that ts affecting 3. r n ty and
Lewiston lakes~ and the long-term effects it is having on the Trinity River, fishing
resources and tourism in our county. We also recognize that this serious water quality
problem could have an impact on the Sacramento River and the Central Valley Project,
which depend heavily on the flow of water from the Triifity River. Therefore we support
the Trinity County RCD proposal requesting CALFED funding for watershed restoration
plamfing fo~ the Upper Trinity River Watershed, and we respectfuliy urge the CALFED
program to approve this funding request.

(Ptlnt Name)

(Print Name) ~ (gign~)

~ (Signam~)

(Nut Name)        "

I --01 7402
1-017402



April 12. 1999

Mr. Gregory Lowden
Chairman, Board of Directors
Trinity CounLv Resource

Post Office Box 1450
Weaverville, CA 96093

RE: CALFED Proposal - Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardslup Project

We the undersigned are vet3, concerned about the turbidi’~y mat ~s affecting Tiinity
Lewiston lake% and the long-term effects it is having on the Trinity ~ver. fishing
resource~ and tourizm in our county. We also recogNze ~hat this serious water quNi~
problem could have an impact on ~he Sacramento River aid the Central Valley Project,
which depend heavily on the flow of water from the Trinity ~ver Theretbre we support
the Trinity County RCD proposal requesting C~bED funding for watershed restoration
pla.ning for the Upper Trinity ~ver Watershed, and we ~ espcctNll3 urge ~he CALFED
program to approve this ~nding request.

~ S~gnature)
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Aorl 7, 1999

Members of the Board
Tdnit~ County Resource Conservation Distdct
P.O Box 1450
Weaverville CA 96093

We, the underskjnea, are ver~ cenceme~ about the turbidit) that is affecting Tdn~l~ and Lewiston lakes.
aria the long-term effects it is having on the Trinity River. fishing resources, and tourism ~n our coun[y,
We also recognize that tn~s senous water :~Uall~t problem could have an impact on ti~e Sacramento River
and the Central Valley Project. which depend heavily on the flow of water from the Trinih, River
Therefore, we suonort the Trinity County RCD proposal requesting CALFED fund ng for watershed
remeration p arming for the Upper Tnnity R~ver Water~hed. and we respect~lly urge the CALFED
program [o approve this funding reques~

Signature Organization Date

h
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May l2, 1998

Members of the Board
Trinity Counb’ Resouroe Conservation District
P.O. Box 1414
Wcave~ille, CA 96093

Dear Board Members:

We, the tmdersig~ed, are concerned about the economic impact water turbidity is having
on tourism and spor~ fishing in our eoun{y. Therefore, we respee~ully urge the Trinity

County Resom-ce Conservation Distr~et to apply for funds from the CALFED program to

study the causes of fliis turbidity in Trinity and Lewiston Lakes and the Trinity River and

fi~d -,x~ays to reduce or eliminate it
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May 12, 1998

Members of the Boad
Trinity County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1414
Weavervile, CA 96093

Dear Board Members

We, the undersigned, are concerned about the economic impam water turbidity is having

on tourism and sport fishit~g in our county. Therefore, we respectfully urge the Trinity

County Resource Conservation District to apply for funds from th.e CALI~ED program to

study the causes of this turbi&ty in TriNty ~d Lewiston Lakes and the Trinity River and

find ways to reduce or eliminate it
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lv~.y 12. 199B

W~. the undersigned, are eoncem~l about ~e ~nomi¢~ ~-~S ~ .........

on to~ ~d s~ rising m o~ ~, ~efo~, w~ ~ly ~ ~ TfiniW

s~y tim c~s ~f ~is t~bldL~ in T~nity a~ ~s~n ~es ~d ~h¢ Tfi~ ~wr ~d

fred wa~ to r~ or ~l~t~
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"tTRINIT " COUN-I:Y RESOURCE CONSERVATION D.IS"I:RICT

~~_~)P.O. Box1414Wer~vervihe, CA9dOgs{916"d23-dOd4~

John Jolecich
Planning Director
Trinity Courtly Planning Depar~nent
P.O. Box 28t9
Weaver~ille. GA 96093

RE: Notification of CALFED Proaosal for Upper Trinity River Watershed Stewardship

Dear Mr. Jelecmn:

This le’~er is to. inform the Trinity Coun~’Planniqg Department that.the Trinity County
Resource Conservation District alan~ t0 subrnlt a proposa~ to CALFED for an bpper
Trinity River Watershed Stewardship Project. As you are aware the Trin ty Cour~ty
Beard of Supervleors manimously agreed to support th a.project at the r Apt meeting
The CALFED Prooosaf Solicitation Packagerequires that e otter of nctification to the
County Planning Department be made crier to submi~ing a propose

Since the storms of early 1997. Trinit~ Lake nee been subject t6 m.ajor sediment loads
which enorten the life of the regervo~r, ann high turbidity levels which affect drwnstream
fishery habitat and water users. Because of local concerns¯ the t~rning ~s r~ght for an
nventocy’ Of sediment sources and eeve opmect of.a watershed elan. Trinity County
Resource C~nsdrvatio~ District s proposal "e~uests CALFED ~undi~g tot watershed
resloratlor planning, to conduct a seelmenr source inventory, address tue!s
maf~a£ement concerr~s are to dare,co a Watershed Enhancement Plan tot the Up#or
Trinity River ~vatershed.

The Tdnit~, :{iver Basin below Tr nity Dam has had a ~ignificant amount ef restoration
wor~ mrough the Trinity R vet F4sh and V~ dlife Restoration Program si~ce 1984. but
little funds have yet Deer maue available to address sir-nilar issues are oroo~erns above
the dam for the Upper Trinity River watershed. Th;s area ~s an ~msor[ant part of the
watershed, especially as TRIS ~s a significant source of wate~ taveragiR£ e million acre
feel pe~ year] for the CVPIA. We hose that the CALFED Bay-Delta Program recogmzee

Trinity River watershed

The TCRCD aoereciates the support that we have re.ce veal fromthe Trinity County
Plan[ling Deparlment for Dust ~rojects that we have beeh involved wdh and look forward

Sincerely,
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Sq ANDARD CLAUSES -
CONTRACTS WITH PUBLIC ENTITIES

I --01 7409
1-017409



State of California DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOUROES The Resources Agency__

Agreement NO.

ADDITIONAL STANDARD CLAUSES

Recycled Materials. Contractor hereby oer~ifies urlder penalty of perju~ Ihat __ (enter value or "0" here) percent of

minimum percentage of recycled material as defined in Sections 12161 and. 12200 ef the Public Contract Code.

Se~*erabili~. if any provision of this Agreement is held invalid er unenforceable by any cour~ of final judsd[cfion, it is
the intent of the parties that all other provisions of this Ag reement be construed 1o remain fully vagd, enforceabte, and
binding on the padies
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Cert.ificatioes Regarding Debarment, Suspension and
Other Responsibility Matters, Drug-Free Workplace

Requirements and Lobbying
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APPLICATION FOR OMB
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

J$ Deoar~ment of Interior. N F"vVF

U~r Trinity Riwr Watershed S~ewardsh p Project

Tdn ty County

0.00
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ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTIOM PROGRAMS

lstruu~ions searching existing data sources, gathering and ma ntalning t,~e data needed ~d cempleti~g and reviewin~ the

~ducing Ihis burden, to tl’e Office of Management alld Budget, Pape~verk Reducl on Project (0348-0040), Washiqgton DC 20503

)LEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFI~,~ OF I’~IANAGF.I’~,II--NT AND
]I=ND IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORli’IG AGENCY.
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DATE SUBMI~EE
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